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INTRODUCTION1

Definitions
Voltaire, once said: “If anyone wants to speak with me let him first

define his terms.” That may be one of the supreme things a skeptic
could ever believe. It is probably wise to begin by defining the main
terms found in the title of this chapter. Unless advised otherwise, all
definitions will retain the definition first given.  By “origin” we mean,
“The beginning, cause, or ultimate source of something.”2 When we use
the word “reality” we mean only, “What exists or is real”3 In the
Hebrew, as in Zechariah 3:2, “Satan” is from a primitive root that
means “to attack.” So we can see how it came to mean, “An opponent,”
“adversary,” and in our context, “The archenemy of all good.”4 The
Greek word for “Satan” derives its definition from the Hebrew word as
defined above. The Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament
defines the word “Satan” as to “be an adversary.” It especially uses
“adversary” as having the flavor of “resist.” He is an “adversary,” or
“one who withstands.”5 The New Testament word for “Satan” seems to
be of Chaldee or Hebrew origin. Again, it is the word for “adversary,”
or “opponent.”6 Other words are used, such as diabolos, i.e., “slan-
derer.” Some look at him in this way: the “public prosecutor” of
heaven.7 In 2 Kings 1:2, “Beelzebub” (Lord of the Flies) is used. He is
called the “God of Ekron.” In the New Testament he is called ho
poneros or “the evil one”(Mt. 13:19). He is labeled as drakon, “a
mythical monster or dragon” (Rev. 13:3-4).8 The word can mean a large
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“serpent” and is from a primitive root that means “to see.”9 He is called
the ophis in 2 Corinthians 11:3 and Revelation 12:9. It means, “ser-
pent.”10 Satanas is often used by Paul. It is the “Greek form derived
from the Aramaic.”11 The word kategar (accuser) is found in John 8:10,
and is used of the “devil” or “accuser.” In the period between the Old
and New Testaments, “Belial” or “Beliar” became “a proper name for
Satan.”12 It seems “Belial” has in it the quality of “worthlessness or
hopeless ruin.”13 Arnt and Gingrich agree,14 but Vine adds that the
oldest form of “Beliar” could signify “Lord of the forest.”15 Thayer says
“Belial” means “worthlessness, wickedness,” but as a name for Satan,
“Beliar” is preferable.16

Other Names Or Titles
Jesus called him the “prince of this world” (Jn. 12:31). Paul called

him, “prince of the powers of the air” (Eph. 2:2). We understand that
“Satan” and “Satanas” are the two most common terms in the New
Testament for the devil.17 He is called “Tempter” (Mt. 4:1), “Deceiver”
(Rev. 12:9), “Murderer” (Jn. 8:44), “Father of lies” (Jn. 8:44), and
“Sinner” (1 Jn. 3:8).

“Satan” and “Devil” started off as general descriptive terms and
then to appellations, and finally to proper names.18 The terms men-
tioned above may eventually do the same. From all the above informa-
tion, we get a pretty good idea of the being with which this chapter
deals. Notice again the words and phrases: “to attack,” “Satan,”
“opponent,” “adversary,” “arch-enemy of all good,” “resist,” “one who
withstands,” “slanderer,” “public prosecutor of heaven,” “Beelzebub”
or “Lord of the flies,” ho poneros or “the evil one,” drakon or “drag-
on,” “to see,” ophis or “serpent,” kategar or “accuser,” “Belial” or
“worthlessness and hopeless ruin,” “Lord of the forest,” “prince of this
world,” “prince of the powers of the air,” “tempter,” “deceiver,” and
“father of lies.”

IS HE A REAL EXISTING SPIRITUAL BEING?
The View Of World Religions And Other Non-Biblical Sources

There is quite a difference between the Biblical and other view-
points. Israel’s monotheism kept it from being contaminated “from a
threatening dualism.”19 In “Biblical demonology, Satan is a fallen
creature, and head of a vast kingdom of evil spirits ... under ... Jehovah,
who alone is the Creator and all-powerful God.”20 Unger says: “In
Satan’s rebellion it seems he drew with him a great multitude of lesser
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celestial beings (Mt. 25:41; Rev. 12:4) in his primal rebellion.”21 If
these are termed “his angels” (Rev. 12:4), he is also called the “prince
of the demons” (Mt. 12:24). In all the above, there are not enough facts
to warrant conviction in many areas. I do not believe we can prove
Satan is a fallen angel or a great fallen demon, or whatever he may be,
if we only use the Bible. Likewise, we cannot prove demons and fallen
angels are the same. However, when it comes to whether he is a real
existing spiritual being, we read that there are, “serious difficulties in
the way of accepting the doctrine of a personal, superhuman, evil
power” as Satan is described to be.22  The International Standard Bible
Encyclopedia feels the difficulties are due to a misunderstanding of the
doctrine and that the difficulties are exaggerated.

One of the so-called difficulties is that the doctrine is nowhere
systematically developed.23  The criticism is that Biblical information
is scattered and unexplained. The explanation is probably that inspired
writers are interested in God and have no morbid curiosity regarding
the devil. What we do have in the Bible is that Satan is real, personal,
created, fallen, and spiritual in nature. Basically, the alternatives are to
claim the idea of Satan is mythology.24 We will show that Biblical
usage makes a “mythological view” both unscriptural and illogical.

A second alternative is that the doctrine of Satan is a result of a
Persian dualism.25 There is, according to this diabolical view, a struggle
of equals regarding good and evil, light and darkness. There is God on
one hand and equally an evil spirit on the other, contending for souls
and power. Some blame Persian Zoroastrianism, but it seems to this
writer that the original views of Zorothrustra have been corrupted by
time and appropriated by other views so as to exaggerate some
differences between Zoroastrianism and the Bible.

A third view of Satan regarding his work, personality, and reality
is that it somehow destroys the unity of God. If wills are created they
would be dualistic, and partake of goodness and lack of change.
However, there is room for other wills than God’s, “namely of one on
whom God bestows freedom.”26

Regarding the reality and personality of Satan, some hold the view
that he is a figure of speech, a personification, or just a principle of
evil. McClintock and Strong rightly say this point needs to be deter-
mined by the same criteria used to determine “whether Caesar or
Napoleon were real personal beings, or the personifications of abstract
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ideas.”27 One should look at the history in the Bible and the ascription
of personality found in describing him and his actions.
What Does The Bible Say?

With scant comments may we merely view a few Scriptures.
And Jehovah said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan
answered Jehovah, and said, From going to and fro in the earth,
and from walking up and down in it. And Jehovah said unto
Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job? for there is none
like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that
feareth God, and turneth away from evil. Then Satan answered
Jehovah, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not thou
made a hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that
he hath, on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands,
and his substance is increased in the land. But put forth thy hand
now, and touch all that he hath, and he will renounce thee to thy
face. And Jehovah said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in
thy power; only upon himself put not forth thy hand. So Satan
went forth from the presence of Jehovah (Job 1:7-12).

The word “personification” is not hard to understand or difficult to
remember. We notice embedded in it the word “person.” It is where one
may take an abstract idea and represent it with human or personal
qualities. One has an imaginary person representing an abstract idea. It
is used to give embodiment to a non-human quality. We may call a ship
or country “she,” as if it is a female or a mother. We may call a storm
“a killer.” However, we do not extend it to the point where God or
someone questions the figure of speech and gets a reply. God would not
argue with an abstract idea when it was personified, nor would the idea
argue back. A “principle” would not cause a whirlwind or move
Chaldeans and Sabeans to plunder, as in the book of Job. It would have
to be God doing it, and He is no abstraction of evil.

Consider another Scripture.
And he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the
angel of Jehovah, and Satan standing at his right hand to be his
adversary. And Jehovah said unto Satan, Jehovah rebuke thee,
O Satan; yea, Jehovah that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee:
is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? (Zech. 3:1-2).

Now the first difficulty had with the concept of a personal Satan is
that the teaching or mentioning of Satan was not systematically
developed but rather scattered and unexplained. This objection fits the
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above passage. However, this objection confutes the second, that the
idea of Satan is mythology. The definition of a myth makes it anything
other than unsystematic or something scattered or unexplained. A myth
is a story. Stories are systematic. They provide explanations “for a
popular idea concerning some natural or social phenomenon or some
religious belief or ritual.”28 Mythology is the exposition of myths; the
interpretation of a fable.29 So, the incidents of Satan in the book of Job
and the sudden “in and out” of Satan in the Book of Zechariah confute
all such objections, along with what we have said before. Notice: 1)
The idea of Satan is unsystematic because the focus of the Bible is on
a holy God and our relationship to Him. 2) However, the sudden,
unsystematic, and unexplained appearances of Satan also show it is not
a myth. 3) Satan cannot come from Persian dualism because he is
unequal with God, as the Bible describes the relationship. In Job, Satan
must get permission to afflict Job. God places restrictions on Satan. 4)
Satan cannot be the personification of an abstract idea. Abstract ideas
do not cause whirlwinds or fire to come down out of heaven to destroy
herds of animals, as in Job. So, may we close this section by noticing
that in every verse Satan is presented as a spiritual being which really
exists:

Again, the devil taketh him unto an exceeding high mountain,
and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of
them; and he said unto him, All these things will I give thee, if
thou wilt fall down and worship me (Mt. 4:8-9).
I will no more speak much with you, for the prince of the world
cometh: and he hath nothing in me (Jn. 14:30).
And he, when he is come, will convict the world in respect of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment ... of righteousness,
because I go to the Father, and ye behold me no more; of
judgment, because the prince of this world hath been judged (Jn.
16:8, 10-11).
[I]f I have forgiven anything, for your sakes have I forgiven it in
the presence of Christ; that no advantage may be gained over us
by Satan: for we are not ignorant of his devices (2 Cor. 2:10-11).
[B]ecause we would fain have come unto you, I Paul once and
again; and Satan hindered us (1 Thess. 2:18).

The above passages speak of Satan as a spiritual being that really
exists. He taketh Jesus to a high place. He shows the glory of the world
to Jesus. He promises cities and glory to Jesus. He desires worship.
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Jesus knows him and when he cometh, Jesus calls him “he,” and “the
prince of this world.” Furthermore, Jesus says the “prince of this world
hath been judged [condemned]” (Jn. 16:11). This Satan has devices,
and it is he who hinders Paul.

To look at these few passages, picked almost at random, and deny
that Satan is a spiritual being that really exists is to make a mockery of
Jesus’ words, the relating of Jesus’ encounters with this being, and the
conversations Jesus had with him. Such denials make nonsense of the
words of Paul. It violates fundamental human thought, mangles all laws
of language, and makes evil a fiction. Finally, it makes common sense
and its rules of hermeneutics like systematic baloney. What language
or wording could God have used that would convince these great
philosophical exegetes than that used above. God has expressed in
every quality of human language that we are dealing with an evil
spiritual being that really exists. All evidence points to personality. To
ignore it puts us close to having to spend eternity with our adversary
and all that is not good.

SATAN’S ORIGIN
The Gospel “hath been hid in God who created all things” (Eph.

3:9, emphasis added). God created Satan since Satan’s existence is
subsumed in the phrase “all things.” Whether Satan and the angels were
created before the material universe or space-time does not matter, it
seems clear that Satan was created good.

The truth is, we know little about Satan’s origin. Our main
evidence is Ephesians 3:9, as previously quoted: “[A]nd to make all
men see what is the dispensation of the mystery which for ages hath
been hid in God who created all things.” Satan was created good, not
evil. Notice the following verses and see if you so reason.

And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the
sixth day (Gen. 1:31, emphasis added).
The bishop therefore must be without reproach, the husband of
one wife, temperate, sober-minded, orderly, given to hospitality,
apt to teach ... not a novice, lest being puffed up he fall into the
condemnation of the devil (1 Tim. 3:1-7, emphasis added).
And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels going forth
to war with the dragon; and the dragon warred and his angels;
And they prevailed not, neither was their place found any more
in heaven. And the great dragon was cast down, the old serpent,
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he that is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole
world; he was cast down to the earth, and his angels were cast
down with him (Rev. 12:7-9, emphasis added).
For if God spared not angels when they sinned, but cast them
down to hell, and committed them to pits of darkness, to be
reserved unto judgment (2 Pet. 2:4, emphasis added).
And angels that kept not their own principality, but left their
proper habitation, he hath kept in everlasting bonds under
darkness unto the judgment of the great day (Ju. 6, emphasis
added).

From the above passages, we have the Biblical view of the moral
origin of Satan. We learn more regarding what we do not know than
that of which we do know. Nevertheless, we can recognize the
following facts. God was pleased with what He had created and made.
It was all “very good.” So, we must infer that Satan was created good.
However, Paul reveals that Satan fell. He fell into condemnation. Paul
indicates the problem was being “puffed up,” a connotative meaning
that stands for pride.

In the book of Revelation there is an indication of a war in heaven.
It was likely some time in the past. Michael and his angels are pitted
against the devil and his angels. Satan at this point is described not as
an angel or archangel, as is Michael later on (Ju. 9). He has the
appellation of “dragon.” He has angels on his side. He is cast out of
heaven down to earth. What a decline! The angels go into pits of
darkness, in bonds, and into hell (tartarus, 2 Pet. 2:4). They await a
terrible sentencing day. The final end of the devil is to be cast into the
“lake of fire and brimstone” (Rev. 20:10). However, all this establishes,
as best we can see that Satan was created good. There are other items
regarding Satan’s origin in which we are interested.
Who Or What Is Satan?

The best way for this writer to answer many questions about Satan
is to truthfully say: “I do not know.” There are some good speculations,
but none click into the solid statements I would wish.

First, some say Satan is a fallen angel. It makes no difference to
me, but I cannot prove it. True, we read of Satan “and his angels”(Rev.
12:7, 9). However, it does not say anything like, “The angel called
Satan and his angels.” Nor does it say, “Satan who is an angel and his
angels.” We could say: “Skeeter and his pack of dogs got lost.” Surely,
that does not mean Skeeter is a dog!
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In like manner, Jesus was accused of casting out demons by
Beelzebub the prince of demons (Mt. 12:24). We noticed that Beelze-
bub was a name for Satan. However, it does not say Satan is a demon.
He is just prince over them. We may assume that demons and fallen
angels are identical, however I cannot even prove that. They say, for
the benefit of all of us, that the mark of a good scholar is to recognize
and make fine distinctions. However, since he is prince of the demons
and fallen angels are called “his,” we would probably be right to think
that Satan is our chief adversary, pitting us against, “the principalities,
against the powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places”(Eph. 6:12).

Many say Satan can be identified with Lucifer in Isaiah 14:12. That
verse reads: “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer (day-star,
ASV), son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which
didst weaken the nations” (Isa. 14:12, KJV). Lending support to this
view, the passage continues: “And thou saidst in thy heart, I will ascend
into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; and I will sit
upon the mount of congregation, in the uttermost parts of the north; I
will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the
Most High” (vv. 12-14). However, the context clearly shows this
section in Isaiah is a parable of the King of Babylon (Isa. 14:4). When
he goes to Sheol, all the kings of the nations shall ask: “Art thou also
become weak as we?” (Isa. 14:10). He is called a “man” (v. 16). Isaiah
14:19 talks of his “sepulcher,” and verse 20 speaks of his “burial.” Still,
some cling to the notion that it speaks of Satan because of the superla-
tives and grand, heightened language. To me, it is an abuse of clear
names and statements in the text. It smacks more of Milton’s Paradise
Lost than the prophet Isaiah. The people in the ancient area are still
prone to use exaggerated language. Earlier, recall, they would build “a
tower, whose top may reach unto heaven” (Gen. 11:4). The wicked and
proud are often talked of with such heightened language. Notice God’s
view in David who said: “They speak loftily. They have set their mouth
in the heavens, And their tongue walketh through the earth” (Ps. 73:8-
9). They say of the Roman Emperor Caligula, that at the moment he
was stabbed to death, he learned he was not God.
What Do Non-Biblical Sources Say Regarding The Origin Of Satan?

Douglas says: “The witness of the New Testament then is clear.
Satan is a malignant reality, always hostile to God and to God’s
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people.”30 He does not venture into his origin. The speculations of men
always dive deeper and come up dryer than what is revealed in the
Bible (Deut. 29:29). The Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia thinks he came
from heaven as Lucifer, because of the “super-human terms” used in
Isaiah 14.31  However, that means little because there is such a thing as
superlative language in the Bible, and it is used of people. Eerdmans
Bible Dictionary hints of Dualism, as if Christ and Satan were equal co-
antagonists. However, it admits that Dualism is not dominant in the
New Testament.32 Again, there was a Persian Dualism in Persian
religion. However, The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia says
the Biblical doctrine of Satan is not Dualistic.33 So, Manichaeism with
its dualism of light and darkness had a Persian founder. To support it,
it had to combine Christian, Gnostic, and pagan elements. Founded in
the third century, it is wrong. It taught of a rival creator.34 

All other views lie somewhere between the Biblical view and
Manichaeism. As to origin, we are content with the Biblical view of
Satan being a fallen creature, the exact type of whom is not spelled out.

WHAT POWER DOES SATAN POSSESS?
We should first make as certain as the Scriptures the limitations of

his powers. First, let us notice that there is one God in three Persons. To
be subject to God is to be subject to all Persons of God. Satan is so
subject. For our purposes here, notice these Scriptures:

Hear, O Israel: Jehovah our God is one Jehovah (Deut. 6:4).
For there is one God, one mediator also between God and men,
himself man, Christ Jesus (1 Tim. 2:5).
Jesus saith to her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended unto
the Father: but go unto my brethren, and say to them, I ascend
unto my Father and your Father, and my God and your God
(Jesus the Christ, Jn. 20:17).
For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my
Son, This day have I begotten thee ... but of the Son he saith,
Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; And the sceptre of
uprightness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved
righteousness, and hated iniquity; Therefore God, thy God, hath
anointed thee With the oil of gladness above thy fellows (Heb.
1:5, 8-9, emphasis added).
Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thy heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit, and to keep back part of the price of the land? ...
thou has not lied unto men, but unto God (Acts 5:3-4 ).
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From the above we see that there is only one God (Deut. 6:4). The
Father is God (Jn. 20:17). The Son is called “God” by God (Heb. 1:8-
9). Finally, the Holy Spirit is called “God” (Acts 5:3-4).

We further notice limitations on Satan’s power when he could only
test or harm Job if God permits it (Job 1:12; 2:6). Further, Jesus said,
“All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth” (Mt.
28:18). God makes sure we can bear and/or escape our temptations
(1 Cor. 10:13). John said: “Ye are of God, my little children, and have
overcome them: because greater is he that is in you than he that is in the
world” (1 Jn. 4:4). Also, the apostle Paul said: “I would have you wise
unto that which is good, and simple unto that which is evil. And the
God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly” (Rom. 16:19-
20). To all that we learn our own prayers and actions have a powerful
influence. James said: “Be subject therefore unto God; but resist the
devil, and he will flee from you” (Jas. 4:7).

However, with that in mind, Satan has power, even if he is under
the permissive will of God. I believe there was an evil supernaturalism
permitted by God and executed by Jannes and Jambres in withstanding
or duplicating some of the miracles of Moses (2 Tim. 3:8; Ex. 7:12,
22). Paul said: “And by reason of the exceeding greatness of the
revelations, that I should not be exalted overmuch, there was given to
me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, that I should
not be exalted overmuch” (2 Cor. 12:7). Again, Paul said: “[B]ecause
we would fain have come unto you, I Paul once and again; and Satan
hindered us” (1 Thess. 2:18). Satan has power. However, it is under
God’s permission, and our own actions and resistance have power
under God to influence the devil’s wiles and devices.

HOW COULD GOD CREATE SUCH AN EVIL BEING?
It is true that what God does in His permissive will, Scripture will,

in measure, attribute to God. God says: “I will harden Pharaoh's heart”
(Ex. 7:3). Yet, we also find: “But when Pharaoh saw that there was
respite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened not unto them, as Jehovah
had spoken” (Ex. 8:15). Why would God, Who knows the end from the
beginning (Isa. 46:10), allow this cruel, malignant, fiend walk to and
fro, and up and down in the earth like a roaring lion, seeking whom he
may devour (Job 1:7; 1 Pet. 5:8)?

It may be unrevealed (Deut. 29:29), however, it seems to be
connected with several things which are ordained by God: freewill,
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testing, creation of endurance and purity, and ultimately, “to the praise
of the glory of his grace” and that in us God’s wisdom and the worth
of the praise of His glory may be made manifest (Eph. 1:6, 8, 12).

So, it is a time that Satan walks about, seeking whom he may
devour (1 Pet. 5:8). However, we are to withstand him steadfastly in
our faith (1 Pet. 5:9). Regarding our great salvation at the end, Peter
first says: “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if
need be, ye have been put to grief in manifold trials, that the proof of
your faith, being more precious than gold that perisheth though it is
proved by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:6-7).

It seems that angels and all heaven are watching and learning the
wisdom of God and the glory of His grace through our response in faith
to His light. Notice the following, which is that of which we speak.

For, I think, God hath set forth us the apostles last of all, as men
doomed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world,
both to angels and men (1 Cor. 4:9, emphasis added).
And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness; He
who was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the spirit, Seen of
angels, Preached among the nations, Believed on in the world,
Received up in glory (1 Tim. 3:16, emphasis added).
Know ye not that we shall judge angels? (1 Cor. 6:3)35

To whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto
you, did they minister these things, which now have been
announced unto you through them that preached the gospel unto
you by the Holy Spirit sent forth from heaven; which things
angel desire to look into (1 Pet. 1:12).
I charge thee in the sight of God, and Christ Jesus, and the elect
angels, that thou observe these things without prejudice, doing
nothing by partiality (1 Tim. 5:21, emphasis added).
[T]o the intent that now unto the principalities and the powers in
the heavenly places might be made known through the church
the manifold wisdom of God (Eph. 3:10, emphasis added).

Thus, it seems Satan fell. God makes use of him to test men and to
teach heaven. So, Satan will be, and he is.

HOW DOES SATAN WORK TODAY?
All we know for sure is what the Bible reveals. There may be

evidence in Scripture, but some evidence is vague, scant, and open to
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interpretation. We do our best, but where evidence is weak, we pray our
conclusions are as tentative. We encourage all to study for themselves.

Because it is recorded that Satan once appeared as an angel of light,
it does not prove it is common or that it will ever occur a second time
(2 Cor. 11:14). We do not know the circumstances, and they them-
selves might rule out a second appearance. Likewise, that Jesus spoke
to Satan (Mt. 4) does not mean we ever will. Following are passages
which indicate how he works in the later days of the Christian Religion.

And no marvel; for even Satan fashioneth himself into an angel
of light. It is no great thing therefore if his ministers also fashion
themselves as ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be
according to their works (2 Cor. 11:14-15, emphasis added).
But the Spirit saith expressly, that in later times some shall fall
away from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doc-
trines of demons, through the hypocrisy of men that speak lies,
branded in their own conscience as with a hot iron; forbidding to
marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God
created to be received with thanksgiving by them that believe
and know the truth (1 Tim. 4:1-3, emphasis added).
Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For our wrestling is not against
flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the
powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places (Eph. 6:11-
12).
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall
show great signs and wonders; so as to lead astray, if possible,
even the elect (Mt. 24:24).
And he doeth great signs, that he should even make fire to come
down out of heaven upon the earth in the sight of men (Rev.
13:13).
[E]ven he, whose coming is according to the working of Satan
with all power and signs and lying wonders (2 Thess. 2:9).

It is certain that miracles, signs, and spiritual gifts from God have
served their purpose and passed away. That is another lesson, but if you
wish, study the following passages (Jn. 3:1-2; 20:30-31; Acts 2:22; Mk.
16:20; and Heb. 2:3).

What seems to be left are “lying wonders,” and men who are false
teachers and who are ministers of Satan. They sometimes and somehow
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get their doctrines from demons,36 and yet these men have hypocrisy
and a seared conscience (1 Tim. 4:1-3). Of them, Paul would say: “But
evil men and impostors shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and
being deceived” (2 Tim. 3:13).

CONCLUSION
The sum of it is that there is supernaturalism today, if we may call

God’s daily grace and providence supernatural in that such does not
always come by any choice of nature, but often by prayer and by God
working through nature. There is evil supernaturalism if we count our
temptations from the devil more than accidents of nature. However, we
walk by faith and not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7).

All the superstitions, potions, witchcrafts, horror-show material,
modern exorcisms, and pacts made with the devil are excluded from the
Bible. Left are temptations, trials, and false doctrine.

So, we have looked at the origin and reality of the devil. We
noticed vital definitions, and that Satan is a being who really exists. We
saw information regarding his origin, his power and authority, his
personal and reluctant usefulness to God, and how he works today.

To some, all the fear and fun appealing to morbid, carnal ideas are
gone. Yet, to the truly spiritually minded, a horrible, crafty serial killer
is stalking our spirit and the spirits and souls of all whom we regard as
dear to us. I repeat two Bible sayings:

He that hath ears to hear, let him hear (Jesus the Christ, Lk. 8:8).
And now I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace,
which is able to build you up, and to give you the inheritance
among all them that are sanctified (Acts 20:32).
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